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Welles, which I regard as the most important contribu-
tion to the history of the period of which it treats that has
yet been given to the public. The history of Mr. James
Ford Rhodes I have found to be an invaluable guide, as
to both facts and judgments of men and things. I am
indebted to Professor William A. Dunning, of Columbia
University, for valuable suggestions, criticism, and en-
couragement, as well as for the assistance derived from
his admired writings on Reconstruction. Miss Katherine
Mayo has lightened my labors greatly by her intelligent
and indefatigable search of old letters and newspaper
files and by interviews with persons still living. My
gratitude is due also to the late William H. Lambert, of
Philadelphia, for giving me access to his collection of
manuscript correspondence that passed between Lincoln
and Trumbull prior to the inauguration of the former as
President; also to Dr. William Jayne, of Springfield,
Illinois, to Hon. J. H. Roberts, of Chicago, to the wife of
Walter Trumbull (now Mrs. L. C. Pardee, of Chicago),
and to Mrs. Mary Ingraham Trumbull, of Saybrook
Point, Connecticut.

H. W.icy he followed, Lincoln himself could not
